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Summary. Symplocos leochaii (Symplocaceae), from Sarawak, is described as new. 





A new species of Symplocos (Symplocaceae) was discovered during field surveys in the 
Lanjak-Entimau Wildlife Sanctuary in Sarawak. This species is named in honour of Datuk 
Leo Chai Chia Liang, Director of the Forest Department, Sarawak. 


Symplocos leochaii P. Chai sp. nov. S. laeteviridis Stapf var. mjobergii (Merr. ) Noot. affinis 
sed ramulis brevibus setosis, fructu apice glabro paniculis brevioribus (2.5-3 cm longis) 
differt. Typus: P. Chat S. 33926, Sarawak, Lanjak-Entimau Wildlife Sanctuary, March 1974 
(holotypus SAR; tsotypt K, L). (Fig. 1) 


Small tree about 2.5 m tall. Bark surface brown. Twigs slightly zigzag, young twigs ribbed; 
young twigs, terminal buds and lower leaf surfaces covered in brownish short bristly hairs 
that become stiff and rough on drying. Leaf arrangement distichous, petioles |—1.2 cm long, 
leaves lanceolate, 27-32 cm x 7.8-9 cm, drying pale olive green above, base slightly 
cordate, apex acuminate; margins finely serrate, midribs raised below, sunken above, lateral 
veins || to 13 pairs, prominent, ascending, curving c. 7 mm from the margins to form wavy 
marginal veins; reticulations raised and distinct. Panicles up to 3 cm long, axillary, young 
fruits pale greenish-white, cylindric-ovoid, 6 x 2 mm. ripening blue, calyx persistent. 


Symplocos laeteviridis Stapf var. mjobergii (Merr.) Noot. from Mount Murud in Sarawak 
and on Kinabalu in Sabah (Nooteboom 1977) has cordate leaf bases and nerves joining to 
form a marginal vein, but is distinct in its pilose twigs, hairy fruit apex, and a longer panicle 
(up to 4 cm long). S. riangensis Noot. from Bukit Raya in Kalimantan Tengah (Nooteboom 
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Fig. 1. Symplocos leochaii. A. Leafy twig. B. Detail of leaf base, lower side. C. Fruit. D. 
Longitudinal section of fruit. E. Cross-section of fruit. F, Seed. 


1984) also has cordate leaf bases, but differs in its tomentose twigs, recurved leaf margins, 
and shorter inflorescences (only about | cm long) and longer bracts (1.5-2 mm long). 


Although Nooteboom (1986) has probably examined several Sarawak specimens of 
Symplocos collected later than the type of S. /eochati (S. 32926, collected in March, 1974), 
this specimen was evidently not seen and studied by him and therefore not enumerated in 
the Flora Malesiana Identification Lists (Nooteboom 1976). Nooteboom (pers. comm. 
1994) has confirmed this to be a new species. 


ECOLOGY. Bukit Peninjau in the Lanjak-Entimau Wildlife Sanctuary, on a steep slope 
with yellow sandy clay soil at 850 m a.s.1. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I wish to thank the Forest Department, Sarawak, for assistance in both field and herbarium 
work. The drawing used here 1s the work of Mr Mohd. Akip of the Sarawak Herbarium. Dr 
Wong Khoon Meng of the Forest Research Centre in Sandakan kindly commented on a 
draft of this paper and Dr John Dransfield of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, U.K.., 
provided the Latin diagnosis of this species. 


REFERENCES 


Nooteboom H.P. (1976) Identification Lists of Malesian Specimens 47. Symplocaceae. 
Rijksherbarium, Leiden. 


Nooteboom H.P. (1977) Symplocaceae. Flora Malesiana 1, 8 (2): 205-274. 


Nooteboom H.P. (1984) Symplocos (Symplocaceae) from the Bukit Raya. Blumea 30: 
75-76. 


Nooteboom H.P. (1986) Additions to Bornean Symplocaceae. Blumea 31: 277—280. 


65 


